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Yorkshire and Humber Employment and Learning Skills Service User/Carer Reference Group

The Reference Group met on 18 May 2009 to determine its focus and remit.

The Group will meet four times between June 2009 and the end of March 2010. It will establish sub-groups to work outside of these meetings. Representatives of key agencies, including the Department for Work and Pensions, Government Office (Yorkshire and Humber), Jobcentre Plus and YHIP, will be invited to attend meetings and other events organised by the Reference Group.

The Group has identified the following areas as the focus for its work:

· Promoting consistency of approach re: permitted earnings

· Addressing issues relating to employers

· Addressing rural issues in relation to employment and learning skills

· Addressing issues relating to young people – in colleges, universities and other education

· Communication – reaching service users who are not part of the group

· Communication – contacting hard to reach groups, including BME communities

· Making communication and partnership working real

· Developing protocols for regional service user involvement

The Group will seek to make a meaningful contribution in relation to both developing national strategy and local delivery. It aims to:

· respond to the government agenda around delegating decision making to the regions

· feed into regional policy delivery

· contribute to regional strategy development – representatives of the group to attend meetings with regional development agencies in relation to development and delivery

· ensure that the service user voice is heard by policy makers

· feed into the national strategy on mental health and employment

· comment on relevant parts of the new Department of Health mental health strategy (‘New Horizons’)

· comment on leaflets and other information produced by key agencies 

· ensure we have a proper seat on other agencies’ decision making bodies

· build capacity in organisations around responding to people with mental health needs

For further information, contact:

Patrick Wood

Voluntary Action Sheffield

The Circle

33 Rockingham Lane

Sheffield S1 4FW

Tel: 0114 253 6626

Email: p.wood@vas.org.uk 







