
Offender Health and Social Care

Improving Health, supporting Justice

Yorkshire and the Humber Regional Offender Health Strategic Group

Minutes of the Meeting held on 2nd March 2009.

Present

Colin McIlwain - NHS Yorkshire and the Humber
Heather RaistricK - NHS Yorkshire and the Humber 
Sarah Brown - DOMU/IOM – Regional Police Services Representative
Hilary Campbell - NOMS
Gini Whitehead - NOMS Team 
Angela O’ Rourke - YHIP, Regional Manager Offender Health and Social Care Manager 

Apologies
Dianna Johnson - Representative of the regional Probation Services 

Tony Hassall   NOMS

Diane Draper - Health Policy Manager 

Autilia Newton - HPA 
Glennis Whyte – NTA Regional Manager
1.  Minutes of the meeting of the 9th December 2008.

The minutes were noted as a correct record of the meeting.
2.  Matters arising from the last meeting 

a) Hep C
A verbal update was made on progress.  A project plan for this work would be produced for the next meeting.
Action: Angela O’Rourke/Autilia Newton
b) PCT CE/ADASS involvement

Allison Cooke, CE of North Lincolnshire has agreed to be the PCT CE Sponsor for Offender Health.  Angela and Heather will be going to see Allison to discuss her involvement for the future.  The suggestion was that in line with other service/client based NHS led groups that Allison would be invited to become the chair of this regional group. 

Action: Angela O’Rourke/Heather Raistrick

Sandie Keene (Chair of the regional ADASS group) had been approached about the involvement of a Director of Adult Services.  Angela had already been asked by Derek Law (DAS, North Yorkshire and York, who sits on the YHIP Partnership Board) to do a briefing for ADASS. This would be taken to an ADASS meeting for their consideration. 

Action: Angela O’Rourke
4.  Deaths in Custody, handling of SUI’s

Gini informed the meeting that the probation services had been tasked with collection of data relating to the deaths of Offenders in the community.  Angela was tasked with identifying the issues of common interest across the CJS  in relation to Deaths of Offenders and SUI’s and look at the data that needs to be pulled together, how we share good practice, where the gaps in service are and any deficits of multi agency working in this area. An update would be made at a future meeting.

Action: Angela O’Rourke/Gini Whitehead

5.  Prison Health Indicators

Angela gave the meeting an overview of the RAG rating of all of the Prison Partnership Boards achievements in relation to each indicator.  She also gave an overview of the new indicator set that would be collected in April in order to submit to the DH in May.  Heather has arranged an internal meeting to the SHA to discuss the mainstreaming of offender health within the work of the SHA, a key element of which was Performance Management and the use of the indicators for the future.
Action: Heather Raistrick

A related issue was that the Department of Health had developed national contracts for use by PCTs when commissioning ambulance, community, mental health and acute hospital services. The scope for developing a standard contract for prison health services would be explored with the SHA colleagues leading on contracting issues.

Action: Heather Raistrick/Angela O’Rourke

6.  Work programme for the group
Following the discussion at the December meeting it was identified as being helpful to be clear about the scope of the regional group’s work and whether it was the formal steering group for YHIP’s Offender Health and Social Care Programme. It was confirmed that the main purpose of the group was to bring together the agencies with an interest in the offender health agenda to co-ordinate areas of mutual work and to co-ordinate the work on the Reducing Re-Offending Action Plan health pathway. It was agreed that in addition the regional group should ensure that partners’ priorities are reflected in the YHIP business plan, monitor risks to its delivery on an exception basis and provide support and guidance to YHIP in the business plan’s development. The terms of reference would be amended accordingly.  It was noted that should Allison Cooke take on the chair then she may wish to  review the terms of reference and group’s work programme to ensure that they capture the interests of the local NHS as well.  Angela would circulate revised terms of reference.

Action: Angela O’Rourke

7.  Health Pathway of the RRRP

There was a discussion around the Draft RRAP pathway plan that was presented and Angela was tasked with meeting with Liz Knowles to review these.  Suggested amendments were to include an objective to continue the work to support the development of offender health within the agendas of Local Strategic Partnerships and the development of mental health improvement plans by Prison partnership Boards, including the issues around black and minority ethnic prisoners. These were welcomed and Hillary told the group that the ability to consult much widely on the draft would be constricted as they were on a short timeframe.

8.  YHIP, Offender Health and Social Care Business Plan.

This document has been consulted on widely and amended in view of some of the comments back.  Specific comments were to clarify the cross references already in the draft to the RRAP plan (including the additional objectives on LSPs, mental health and race equality issues) and  include objectives linked to Valuing People Now (the update national policy on learning disabilities) the issue identified on work to scope a standard contract for prison health services.  Other connections identified were with PREVENT, the government’s work on people seen as vulnerable and at risk with involvement with terrorism and a link with the work on the regional work on alcohol. The revised document would now go to the YHIP Board in March for final sign off.

9.  Position with the National Offender Health Strategy.

This is now expected in the summer with the recommendations of the Lord Bradley Review to be published in April.

Angela was asked to bring a position paper to the next meeting on the state of readiness for each locality on the implementation of the strategy.
10. Dates of next meetings

01/06/2009 10am – 12 noon 
09/09/2009 1.30pm – 3.30pm 
16/11/2009 10am- 12 noon 

All the above meetings are to be held in Room 1, Blenheim House, Leeds LS1 4PL. 
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