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1. The Minister of State, Department of Health (Phil Hope): The Government has today published an independent clinical report by Professor Sube Banerjee, into the prescribing of anti-psychotic drugs to people with dementia, together with a Government response to the report.  The report was commissioned by the Government in recognition of widespread concern about the over-prescription of these drugs, and as part of the priority being given to improving care for people with dementia.  
2. The Government welcomes the report prepared by Professor Banerjee, and accepts the conclusions and recommendations he has reached.  The report acknowledges that these drugs are currently being over-prescribed, and contains a series of recommendations to the Government and others on action to address the current level of over-prescription.
3. A number of the report’s recommendations are addressed to bodies outside the Department of Health.  The report will therefore be widely disseminated by the Department to those with an interest, and we expect the findings and recommendations to be taken into account by all relevant organisations.  The Government supports the best practice guidance identified in the report, with quality and safety being the overriding principles.  There will be a need for PCTs, local authorities and other bodies to work together to take forward the report’s recommendations, particularly taking into account the interface between health and social care services. 
4. The report from Professor Banerjee, and the Government’s response to it, have both been placed in the Library and copies are available to hon Members from the Vote Office. It can also be found at: www.dh.gov.uk.dementia
