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Improving quality of life




Welcome to the May edition of Dementia UK eNews. It has been a very busy month at Dementia UK with not one, but two important launches: John Suchet’s new book and the Admiral Nurse Academy.
My Bonnie – how dementia stole the love of my life
Honorary President John Suchet launched his book “My Bonnie - how dementia stole the love of my life’ this week at an International Conference at the Dementia Services Development Centre South East (DSDCse), University of Christchurch Canterbury, where he was also Key Note speaker.
Read an extract of the book, published in the Mail on Sunday.  View media coverage on our website  To order copies at £17.50, including postage and packaging, call 020 7874 7207 or download the order form.  Look out for an interview with John Suchet in The Sunday Times this Sunday and, if you live in Scotland, John will be in Scotland on Sunday in the Spectrum Magazine supplement.
 

Launch of the Admiral Nurse Academy
The Admiral Nurse Academy is a web-based learning resource for existing Admiral Nurses as well as mental health nurses looking for a career in Admiral Nursing. In addition it is a resource for Commissioners (people who hold the purse-strings) to develop new Admiral Nurse services throughout the country.
The Academy is in honour of Bonnie Suchet and was launched at the DSDCse conference by Chief Executive, Barbara Stephens.
Visit the Admiral Nurse Academy website and read more here.
 

Haringey celebrates excellence in dementia care
Stakeholders across Haringey came together on 20th May at Alexandra Palace to mark local progress in dementia care and to set its vision for the future. The conference was a partnership of health, social and voluntary care that celebrated the work of the Haynes Trust, a local charity that has worked to improve care for older people in the borough of Haringey, particularly people with dementia. The day was a celebration of the trust’s contribution and saw the delivery of the inaugural Haynes Lecture and two annual dementia care awards to encourage good practice in dementia care within the London Borough of Haringey.   One award went to Tom’s Club under the category ‘Excellence in dementia practice’. Tom’s Club is a monthly meeting set up by the Haringey Admiral Nurse Service to provide a social and supportive environment for carers of people with dementia to attend, with or without the person they care for. The club is planned with the needs of both in mind. It is named after Tom Harmer, who had dementia and was cared for by his wife Jean until his death in 2007. Jean donated monies raised at Tom’s funeral to support setting up the project.   Congratulations to Tom’s Club and the Haringey Admiral Nurse team for winning this Award!
 

Hospitals Fit for Purpose
Professor David Jolley, Dementia UK West Midlands, has had his letter entitled ‘Hospitals fit for purpose’ published as an article in the British Medical Journal. To read an abstract of the letter click here. Please note you will need to subscribe to the British Medical Journal if you wish to read the letter in its entirety.
 

Winner of The Lion’s Face Competition
The winner of ‘The Lion’s Face’, an opera about Alzheimer’s, is Michelle Horton. Michelle has chosen to attend one of the performances at the Royal Opera House in London and says, "My mum always said everyone should experience going to see an opera and ballet during their lifetime. Unfortunately she never managed to go to an opera. I wish I were able to take her with me to see " The Lion's Face" - she would have been so excited. I am looking forward to the experience myself and to actually be going to the Royal Opera House is wonderful."   Congratulations! Michelle is pictured above second from right, with her mother. The photo was taken at Michelle's son's wedding and is her favourite photo. 

Concert in aid of Music for Life
A concert, featuring pianist Reiko Fujisawa will take place on Saturday 3rd July, 7:30pm, at St Michael’s Church, Highgate in aid of Music for Life. Tickets cost £15 (£10 concession) and are available at the door or in advance via www.reikofujisawa.com
Music for Life is a project between Dementia UK and Wigmore Hall – read more about the project here.
 

When someone you love has dementia by Susan Elliot-Wright
Professor David Jolley, Dementia UK West Midlands reviews ‘When someone you love has dementia’, published by Sheldon Press.
We have a special Reader Offer: Quote SPDEMENTIA to receive the book for £7.00, including postage & packaging, by calling 01235 465579. Offer expires 30th June 2010.
 

Chief Executive and Consultant Admiral Nurse in JUMP for dementia
Dementia UK Chief Executive Barbara Stephens and Consultant Admiral Nurse Karen Harrison Dening are taking part in a skydive in August for Dementia UK!
Click here if you would like to sponsor Barbara and here for Karen. Good luck to both!
 

Dementia in the news
GCSE exhibit to aid dementia unit - BBC news
£2,500 lunch boost for the Admiral Nurses - This is Lancashire
Wacky flavour preferences linked to dementia - The Independent
Coronation Street's Chris Gascoyne remembers growing up in a family coping with his grandmother's Alzheimer's - Mail online
Powerful new drugs that could 'switch on' memory in the brain giving hope to Alzheimer's sufferers - Mail Online
Colours, photos make life easier for dementia patients – Malta online
 

Dementia UK Training
These upcoming courses are 2 for the price of 1 (normally £70 each):
1st June - Dementia: Advanced Skills  28th June - Introduction to Dementia - A Person Centered Approach
Call Dementia UK Training on 020 7874 7222/15 and quote 2-4-1. Places are limited and are on a first-come-first-served basis.
  Dementia UK is committed to developing services to improve the quality of life for all people affected by dementia. To help us continue this vital work please support us by making a donation. 

Join our growing online community on Twitter and facebook!
Best wishes and thank you for your support The eNews Team
Improving the quality of life for people affected by dementia
Dementia UK, 6 Camden High Street, London NW1 0JH, Telephone: 020 7874 7210, Registered Charity Number: 1039404  If you have any comments about the content or format of eNews, or if you have ideas about what you'd like to see in future issues, please drop us an email at enews@dementiauk.org. 

 

 

 
