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Dear Colleague,
Asthma is one of the most common long term conditions in the UK, affecting 5.4 million people, of which 1.1 million are children
. 
PCTs within the Yorkshire and Humber Strategic Health Authority Region have higher than average emergency admissions for children’s asthma,
Yorkshire and Humber SHA have made a commitment to reducing  avoidable asthma admissions for children by 50% in the 10 years from 2008.
The Yorkshire and Humber SHA, and Asthma UK, have commissioned The Yorkshire and Humber Improvement Partnership on behalf of The Healthy Ambitions Partnership Board to implement a regional Asthma Impact Project, only the 2nd of its kind in the country. Commenced in Oct 2009 the projects group of regional specialists have identified the need for support within schools.
Asthma affects 1 in 11 children in the UK. Therefore, Schools will experience caring for children with asthma on a regular basis, and will also be required to assist children experiencing asthma attack.
Asthma UK have developed an asthma attack card that we wish to promote in schools, as a pocket guide [image: image2.jpg]


.The asthma attack card, can be carried by staff,  is credit card sized and provides information about routine care and prevention of asthma attack, what to do in the  event of asthma attack, asthma triggers and general advice.

The SHA will release a press launch on the 26th January that will detail all of the above and state that; “During February, 2000 Asthma Attack Cards will be made available to schools, in each local authority area across the region via School Nursing Teams and Healthy Schools Coordinators.  The cards are easy to carry, read and refer to.  Should staff request further information, training or support they should contact their school nurse or Healthy Schools coordinator”

I am requesting your help to distribute the cards within schools in your local area during the month of February 2011.  It is anticipated that the distribution of the pocket guides will generate discussion about asthma within schools. Awareness sessions alongside the pocket guide will enhance the effectiveness of the support therefore we have developed a training presentation that local areas can use to skill up school nurses to be able to deliver asthma awareness sessions in schools for school staff and/or pupils. 
Attached are presentation examples and sample pocket guides.

Please contact me for further discussion.

Sonja Buckle. Asthma Impact Project Lead.
Assistant Regional Development Worker. Yorkshire& Humber Improvement Partnership.
Sonja.buckle@yhip.org.uk
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