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A good place to grow older: learning and innovation from local government
People in the UK are living longer than ever before. This is a cause for celebration. Already in Britain, for the first time there are more people over the age of 65 than there are children under the age of 16. Read a new publication that reveals recognised good practice from councils in England working to develop a better future for their older residents Read more
ONC Report on Population Trends
The Office for National Statistics has published its annual trends report with a lead article on ‘Ageing Across the UK’. The article explores the regional and sub-regional variation in the concentration of older people and investigates the measures of wellbeing of the ageing population including, benefits and income deprivation, life expectancy, aspects of health and social care, older workers, and qualifications and learning. 
Read more
New and improved self assessment helps councils and partners improve the wellbeing of older people DWP and partners have revised the self assessment tool, aimed to enable councils and partners work together to make their place a “good place to grow older”. The 4 themes now examine The Big Picture, Older People’s Contribution, Organising for Better Lives, and making a Difference with Less. Feedback from the workshop held last month in Lincolnshire include comments such as: “I am passionate about working with older people and this day has given me even more drive and determination to improve and work towards better working practice” and “An insight into all the other partnerships, organisations, councils within Lincoln and Districts and the way forward for us all – a very productive and enjoyable afternoon”. 

We are very happy to discuss with councils how the self assessment can enable their place to become a “good place to grow older” – please contact either Simon Wilkinson,  Russell Taylor or Helen Dimmock.
Beth Johnson Foundation launches new Centre for Intergenerational Practice website. The Beth Johnson Foundation has announced the launch of its completely redesigned website, acting as an easy way to learn about intergenerational work. Along with resources, news items, events and training, the site links to both national and international information. Read more
Awards for All from the BIG Lottery Fund aims to help improve local communities and the lives of people most in need and awards grants for a range of community activities. Awards for All grants are made to small community groups, parish/town councils, schools and health bodies. They range between £300 and £10,000. Awards are available throughout the UK and grant values vary up to a maximum of £10,000. Read more
Digital TV Switchover 

Homes in many parts of the UK are currently unable to receive digital TV via an aerial. TV Switchover will extend digital terrestrial television to 98.5% of UK households, the same as current analogue coverage. Digital TV switchover will happen across the UK, region by region, from 2008 to 2012. The date of switchover for transmitters within each region will be published approximately 8-12 months ahead. TV Switchover has a Help Scheme designed to help those who research indicates are least likely to have adopted digital television and most likely to need help with installing or using new television equipment. More advice on the Help Scheme, including information on who is eligible, can be found at http://www.helpscheme.co.uk/ or free phone on 0800 40 86 900.  
 Digital Radio Switchover 
The Government is planning for a future Digital Radio Switchover; a point after which the vast majority of radio stations will only be available on digital platforms.  However, unlike TV Switchover this is a proposal and no decision has yet been made and no date has been set.  A decision will only be made once at least 50% of all radio listening is already on digital and digital coverage is comparable to FM.   Digital radio offers a wide range of new services and functionality for listeners.  It can be received in a number of ways, including via Digital TV on DAB and online.  For advice on getting digital radio: http://www.getdigitalradio.com/ 
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