Speaker Biographies

Biography Susie Newton

Susie now has a part time pre-retirement role as Older People’s Mental Health (OPMH) Development Officer for Devon Partnership NHS Trust. From 2005-8 she was the Devon OPMH Business Lead – a jointly funded role across health and social care*. Prior to that she was OPMH Service Director for Devon Partnership Trust, involved in establishing the OPMH specialism within the new county-wide Trust.  

* (it’s this experience she’ll mainly be drawing on today)
Biography Debbie Smith 

Debbie Smith works as Older Adult Lead for CSIP in the North East (started Jan 2007) - this has involved leading the consultation on the national dementia strategy and setting up a North East regional dementia strategy group. A key part of her last job was commissioning services for older people, employed by a PCT, working in partnership with other agencies. Her previous extensive experience includes registration and inspection of care homes, quality improvement for a registered social landlord, regulation of registered social landlords, managing care homes for older people, field social work and working as a day care assistant in a care home for older people.

Biography Dr. Daphne Wallace

Dr Daphne Wallace was Psychiatrist in the NHS from 1966 - 2000.
1969 -1974 Learning Disability services in Durham. 1974 moved to Yorkshire with husband (vicar) & 4 children: worked in Addictions, General Psychiatry and Old Age. Then became a Consultant Psychiatrist for Older People in Leeds now retired.
Biography Suzanne Wightman

Suzanne Wightman: a professional working in mental health services for more than 25 years and specifically within older peoples services for more than 22 years.  Suzanne has always had a specific interest in dementia services and person-centred care. 
Biography Janet Crampton
Janet Crampton is the national programme lead for the Social Care Programmes of the Department of Health. Since joining the Department of Health in 2002, when she became a member of the original Change Agent Team, Janet has been responsible for working with health and social care economies on promoting a wide and diverse range of care services in order that the best range of choices and the highest quality of care is offered to those who need support at stages of their lives, for example upon discharge from hospital. Her background is in voluntary and local authority service provision and she has specialist knowledge in commissioning, project management and re-alignment of services.  Janet firmly believes that there needs to be a broad range of services across NHS and local government, and that commissioners have a responsibility to influence the creation of a diverse, healthy and sustainable mixed market to meet local population needs and to provide people with a genuine and informed set of choices.

Biography Alison-Laver Fawcett
Alison is a Senior Lecturer in Occupational Therapy at York St. John University. She qualified as an occupational therapist in 1986 and completed her PhD in Psychology (human neuropsychology and psychometrics) in 1994. 

In her 22 year career she has had a wide variety of roles including clinician, researcher, educator, modernisation manager, and professional lead. Alison has particular interest in assessment, evaluation and outcome measurement and has published a text book “Principles of assessment and outcome measurement for occupational therapists and physiotherapists: theory, skills and application” (2007).  She has been a principle investigator on several externally funded research projects and led a number of consultancy projects. Alison worked on a joint funded health and social care project to evaluate older people’s mental health services (2000-2003) and has worked as a modernisation manager for 5 years (2003-2008). Alison was appointed as lead on a joint SHA / NPSA project to scope protocols related to patients missing from NHS care and developed a Missing Patients Toolkit which was disseminated by the NHS Yorkshire and the Humber SHA earlier this year. Alison is a consultant for the Care Services Improvement Partnership (CSIP) and has completed a project to evaluate the Everybody’s Business Managed Learning Network (2007) and this year has completed four pieces of work for CSIP related to the National Dementia Strategy work-stream.

Biography Deborah Sturdy  
Deborah is Nurse Advisor Older People DH
Biography Anna Gaughan

Anna Gaughan has a health and social care background with over twenty years experience of working across these sectors, where she has held a number of senior posts, latterly as Joint Director of Redesign across a PCT and Local Authority in Greater Manchester. She began to pursue independent consultancy, establishing her own company (2004). She works collaboratively with a range of partners and other consultancies as well as national organisations including the Care Services Improvement Programme (CSIP) and local academic institutions. She has been commissioned by CSIP (NW) to take on the Regional Lead for Dignity in Care across the North West.

Biography Sally Rogers
Sally Rogers is the Older Adult lead for Yorkshire and Humber regional development centre for CSIP (Care Services Improvement Partnership). General Nurse trained far too long ago to share (!) she then went on to work at St Ann’s Hospice in Heald Green for a number of years. Following this she worked in the pharmaceutical industry in sales, marketing and latterly in business development. It was working in older people’s mental health that evoked her passion for the area. In 2004 ‘poacher became gamekeeper’ and she now works for the Department of Health for CSIP in her present role which is supporting people to develop services in line with government policy. She has a particular interest in involving people with dementia, end of life care and learning from others. A serial networker she believes that we all have ideas, however simple you might think they are, that can make a difference to those with dementia. So be prepared!!

