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Yorkshire and Humber

Improving Health & Supporting Justice

Appendix 6 - 
ALCOHOL & OFFENDERS PROJECT - THEMES FOR FOCUS GROUP

Introduction:

Facilitators, background to Project/group, why you have been asked to participate, key aims/themes of group, structure of session – participants to talk not facilitators/time/break.

Confidentiality – anonymous, confidentiality limited

Participants info form:

Ask participants to complete, then general discussion of people’s alcohol use/background (from forms) as an opener

Theme 1: Services/Treatment for alcohol:

Discuss alcohol treatment services on the outside - what services are there, awareness of services, what services have been used, drug & alcohol services or alcohol specific services, how did you access – referred or self, what treatment received, prescribing or counseling, how long before got help, why got help, was probation/police/prison involved in the process

Discuss services inside prison – as above, discuss role of healthcare, IDTS, Carats

How well do services meet your needs

What are the gaps

What services would you like to see 

Do offenders need a specific service

Do women need a specific service – discuss DV and children & families issues

Any concerns for future – end of the treatment/leaving service etc

How many have had help via police/prison/probation

Theme 2: Alcohol related offending:

Discuss offending behaviour – is offending related to alcohol use eg. under influence, which started first – alcohol use or offending

What offences (main ones - violence, criminal damage, robbery, shoplifting, sex work, drink driving)

What happens

One-off or history of alcohol related offending

What other problems has your drinking caused (homeless, relationships, health, loss of employment etc) – which happened first

Discuss DV and children & families issues

What could help reduce alcohol related offending

If there was sufficient treatment to reduce/stop alcohol use, would offending reduce/stop

Theme 3: Improving Treatment Pathways for offenders:

Existing pathways – offenders referred into treatment by police on arrest or probation orders or in prison – does this happen, how could it be improved, is this the best pathway for offenders, where/how is the best place to get help

Effect of prison on women offenders – alternatives

Allow participants to make any other comments re alcohol and offending issues, and women specific issues. Thank participants for their time
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